


P
2

RECORDS
OF THE

PRESTON OYSFER AND PARCHED PEA CLUB.

[

In ““the good old times,” at least in so much of them
as was left to our grandfathers and grandmothers between
eighty and ninety years ago, there flourished in Preston a
convivial society called “The Oyster and Parched Pea
Club.” Whitaker, Baines, Whittle, and Hardwick have
not condescended to notice this ““institution of our an-
cestors,” but, as we have been favoured by one of the sur-
viving members of the club with an inspection of its
records and voluminous papers, we doubt not we can ex-
tract from them something to interest modern Presto-
nians. The number of members in the early stages of
the society was limited to a dozen. They were among
the leading inhabitants of the town. As they appear to
have been of one political party, and as for along time
after the establishment no stranger was admitted to its
meetings, it is not unlikely that, though conviviality
might be a main object in meeting, there would, some-
times, be topics discussed of more than local interest,
and possibly now and then a Jacobite toast honoured
with a bumper. ;

The records are often of a very formal character. The
meetings were weekly ; an accourt was kept of the atten-
dance at each meeting, and often a list made out.of the ab-
sentees. Vacancies in the ranks were filled up by ballot,
and an intimation given to a candidate of his enrol-
ment. The lefters of persons accepting membership or
office in the jovial coterie are worthy of being placed side
by side with the communications of successful ‘generals
acknowledging the thanks of parliament for services in
the field, so high-flown are the terms in which the honour-

is spoken of. One gentleman writes to Mr. Speaker :—

i . Friargate, Dec. 14th, 1779.
Dear sir,—Being this day informed by Mr. Pedder and Mr.
Barton that the gentlemen of the Oyster Club have done me -

the honour to elect me a member, I find myself quite at a loss ,

#0 express the grateful sepsations which their unanimous sufs
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frages have impressed on my mind. I must, therefore, beg the
favour that you would convey my acknowledgments to the
pregident and all the other members in such language as you
may think most proper, and, ab the same time, to assure them
that, by a due observance of the rules of the society, and b{
every friendly and conyivial communication in my power,
ghall endeavour at all times to prevent their having the
smallest reason. to repent of their choice.—I have the honour
to subscribe myself, dear sir, your very much obliged and most
faithful servant, Jo H—r!
At the tivne when the records begin, viz.; in 1773, Mr.
Nabb, the town clerk of the borough, was the president
of the club, or rather ¢ the Speaker,” as he was usually
termed. There were then, in addition to the Speaker, an
officer termed Oystericus, whose duty it was to order and
look after the oysters, which then came *‘ by fleet,” from
London, a secretary, an auditor, a deputy auditor, and:a

Poet, Laureate, or rhymesmith as he was generally termed. .

In after years the number of members was. enlarged, ad-
ditional officers were appointed, and now and then
an office was created for some particular individual.
Among the officers subsequently appointed were the fol-
lowing ;—Cellarius, who had to provide * povt of first

quality,” a chaplain, there being, nearly always, at least

one reverend member; a surgeon-general, .a master of the

rolls (to look to the provision of bread .and butter), a

“swig” master, whose title expresses his duty, a clerk of
a minstrel, a master of the jewels, a physician in ordi-
nary, &c., &c. . On the occasion of one appointment to
the office of Cellarius, . the gentleman honoured. with the
confidenice of the club was requested to take as much care
of the club as he did of himself, '

The members used to dine with one another, and some-
times accepted the invitations of other gentlemen. . Am
incident oceurred on one of these visits, which will show
the mode in which the club preserved its dignity; bow it
proceeded  against. a pepeant member,  and the - mock.
solemnity with which its decisions were enforced. - The

merbors of the club agreed to dine ab Mr. Hugh Norris's,
. abLongton, ' At the hext meeting of the club it'was en- -

tered on théfmiputes that on the

30k Janiaiy; 1776; the elub ik at: Bongton,  plirsusi: to

their,order of the 15th ,inst:’m!:i and.dined at Mir. Notris's, where .

a:yvery good dinner was provided; and: excellent ale.. .

T h%vmgbeen three weeks hard frost the cbﬁxps;hﬁ
! 0V4e‘l‘\ hé ice 46 Pénwortham. L ; i

the peas (an office always held by one of the Gorst family),

it

spoken disrespectfully.of the Speaker, and after deliberat-
ing on the offence it was ordered - . L )

{That Mr. Butler, the poet laureate, -be arraiencd and fined
at; the noxt, olub, for an.imsult offered /to M. Spea h
were coming on the road, in having, with mote
deference, insinuated that a ducking chair, placed a
side, would.be a fit seat-for the said Speaker.  ~ ©

- ‘At the next meeting it is recdijded that -

M. Butler not attending at this club, to take his-trial,-pur-
suant to the above order (tho’ the same was read to.him and he
was charged to be present), Mr. .Speaker issued his warrant,
and despatched the Messenger in Ordinary, with the black rod,
jto bring him into court. « But Mr. Butler still thought proper
to decline attending, but as he ;‘ajthﬁﬂlﬁmmmed to be pre-

i dulge him with that

.Sent ati the next meeting, 'this society
time. g %

. He did cdme the following week, when we learn that

Mr. Butler was tried for the above offence, and, upon o full
hearing, was found guilty, and fined one bottle of wine.

_ Among the, papers is a document endorsed ¢ 12th-Feb,
1776. The charge and conviction of Mr. Butler:” . This
, is an elaborate paper, in legal phraseology, beginning
1 ¢ Preston, in the county of Lancaster. ~ Oyster Club to
/ wit. ‘John Nabb, gentlemen, Speaker or presidens of the. -
I said club, exhibiteth this, hischarge and complaint, against
B Richard Butler, gentleman, one of the members of the
{ said club, for that he the said Richard Butler did,” and
it proceeds to narrate the charge as above as an act of dis-
respect, which -the Speaker was very sensible, ¢ would
tend manifestly to the diminution of his power and
authority,” and if it went unpunished would ‘be ‘an -evil
example to other members of the said club, ‘‘and nothing
but confusion aad discord would reign among them ;” s
to preserve and maintain ‘‘good order and decorous be-
_haviour,”. he -was to be ¢ tryed by, his brethren” of the
: «club, who, as we have said, fined him a bottle of wine. .
¥ Tt is said that.in March, 1776, Mr. Speaker produced
“his old favourite black stick, which was part of the regalia
. of this club very much shattered and broke, which was
-occasioned by his exerting himself and using it fo preserve
(the public peace and protect the fair;: it is unanimously
-voted that it be preserved amongst the other curiosities of
this society ; and the Rev. Mr. Gibson having thisevening
o a very handsome stick for the use of tghegpq;ikgr

a
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The rhymesmith was not always at his post when wanted.
One of the papers preserved is a ‘“ warrant” signed by Mr.
Nabb as President of the club directing the ¢ messenger
in ordinary to this society t6 apprehend and take the
body of William Barton, now strayed from his duty on
Parnassus, and bring him forthwith into court to do and
perform such things as his office requires.” A year or two
afterwards, on the occasion of the issue of a similar mis-
sive , the missing ‘vhymesmith” endorsed .the warrant
with the remark ‘12 Bisbovs will bail any man. Bub
- ——— offers as bail 12 young ladies in whose custody
the same ~—— —— is now most happily placed.” Some
of the laureate’s effusions are appended.

At the meeting on the 22nd April, 1778, Mr. Dalrymple
¢ presented the society . with an excellent cork screw,

%pife,,7 and hrush, to be kept and used in remembrance of
im.

The following were the rules and °“ Articles of the
Oyster Club :”—

That a barrel of oysters be provided every Monday night,
during the winter season, at the e?ua.l expence of the mem-

bers. To be opened exactly at -past 7 o'clock, at Thomas
Harrison’s.

Tivery member not attending to forfeit 2. an evening, such
forfeits to be collected at the end of the season, and disposed
of as the majority of the company may direct.

That a bill be called. for each night, at 10 o’clock, of which
every member present is to pay a proportionable part.

No strangers or other persons than members bo be admitted.

Every member on having a son born, shall ]éay a gallon, and
a daughter, half a gallon, of port to his brethren of the club,
within a month of the birth of such child, at any public house
he shall chuse,

Txperience shows where rules are deficient, so in a few
years a defect was found out in the rules of the club, and
in October, 1775, at the first meeting for the season, it is
recorded :—

Upon reading the laws and orders of this club relating to
forfeitures and payments upon particular contingencies, a greab
many of the members were surprised to find that no member,
upon his marriage, was obliged and ordered to pay or give to
hig fellow members some quantity of wine. It is, therefore,
now agreed and ordered that every member of this club who
shall heveafter be married, shall upon such his marriage, or ag
soon after as shall be thought convenient by the Speaker 6f
‘this house, pay and allow for the use of the members of this
club, two gallons of wine, to be drunk at such house as the
new married man shall appoint. .

a7

! : b
i 1y entered when thesa.mamage’treahs‘too'
Plige;s ;i%‘ﬂ:{sg when any. ‘‘little strangers”. had,,tﬁeu;
bicths colebrated.. Many, whose: ‘‘births” are Cl“;) :
‘¢ pegistered ” in the records of the Preston Oyster Lub,

- have long since departed this life at a good 91@, a.geMany

‘are yet alive, no longer‘ypung. T it

' In November, 1784, it is recorded that the lub did not,

cet larly the two preceding winters, but was 1o
; ﬁag\em:eec% ‘:mdel; the old regulations, except ‘that instead of

D A iy
tor barrel being opened ‘ab half-past seven, eig
23:;{(5 ;;s fixed, andgthepjule for the total exclusion of all

* gtrangers was so far relaxed, that “any member having a

; s ) / ho, ‘he
Preston, whom he wishes to mtr9duoe, g.nd _who,
E}!xie:ks?will be agreeable to the _socle’i;,y, be at hbert.y to-
bring him or them on any ¢lub night. .

friend ab his house, or other gentleman, 0ot residents of

TPhere is among the ‘documents about this date, a com-
munication, Whigh,' it is only fair to state, is nfgt gxo ns:.
lady’s hand. Whether it bea bond, fide wmmunlcah on. fron
the ladies, through their amanuensis, oOr whet! ;{l:x.nﬂ

merely a hit at the exclusiveness and want of g .nz;y
of the old Jacobites we must nob venture to dptgm; - >
Put leave the question, like other disputed points su

" a8 the authorship of Juniug's letters and the route of a

Roman iter, for the judgment of posterity. ':Ib ig as fol-
lows :—

168 of the Totghoy [tofley] Club were rather disappoin-
i;e’('f Ef i%%lggc%ivi;g,' bugt‘he hands of the respecta.bl% Igesgen%g
dispatched by the stﬂylrglfre respegta\glzi rtzélenn;b?iros v?m ) a?terys er
Club, a fow oysters. They are %\xs St s 2 tha tho
fatignes of the evening, an take the 1t§|rt i ]
worthy members of the Oyster Club, tha ysth e

2 alone, -The ladies have sent to the ).

Eﬁ?&?;tﬁa;naﬂ uantity of sweets, to be Qistribrited as he m
‘his wisdom shall think fit. -

Moﬁda.y evening.

5 G med. about
bers of the club were not unconcerned, al
th'f}f{:iﬁeeil, and in their devotions to ther, they, upon
gome occasions, even neglected their duty  to. @}:\ge
club ! It is recorded, in October, 1800, that . il
appeari t the club has, this evening, been deprived
of&hh:%tt:ggfnzgaof ab lea.stj? six of its me;nﬁgs,sgé i(;%x;s q pevnv‘;:
. invitati f My. P——, omne Of U , b we
'gosgg“l’o?l‘;%aﬁ?}s}’g——,—— give tha} mumber of bottles of port l:;o
‘the chib, on his next appearance < but Mr. S er, in his

is pleased to mitigate the fine to two bottles.
Andtlﬁeﬁzn;ygﬁ)gm be admonished nob to suffer thqzr gmva,te
- hospitalities to interfere with their duties to the institu
this society in future, ¢ i e

ions of

G —
i SR
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Tt apPearing that the club has iseveral ‘eveni
prived of the attendance of some of its members,
quence of the ho tahties of Mr. 0-——— one of th

ved that Mr, O——

in da.ys when t oping was more common than at p
‘they were not very heavy wine blbbel s. At the annual din-
- mer; in1790,itisrecorded thateach member then paid 11s.: for
" sshare of"t;he oysters he had had,-and thatthe fundsa

3 = £ d. fromfines, 10s; from four
h when thev could not attend ;

¢ s hnd
a total of £30s, 10&; but less

- rison’s bill was fourteen dinners at 2s. 6d.'each; £115s. ;

35, omnaes, 4s. ;rolives, 25l ; frmb ‘and crackers,
; 58, 4d., and leaving 8s. 6d.
Mrs Harri

The year afl;er, 14 agal
the bill was fourteen dicners, £1 158. 3
“{port), £1 ; two bottles of sheiry, 5

“to be g '
member fazd by rmstake, making £3 8s. 10& ‘Mrs. Har-;
i :

bottles of port, 14s. (25. a bottle!) ; one bottle of :

9

jmo wany battles of wine, :a few bowls-ef punch, x&msera-.
~"£ar‘the‘ club,ior: ““a-wurap and dozen,”’ - The wagers are.on

various sub_}etztm, among others one old gentleman bets ia

» shottle of wine that he walks'a mile.ina quarter.of an, chouri;

sother wagers werethat Mr. A. was -heayier thanMr. B.;
that Miss —— was'28 years old ; that one youngilady was
not aninch taller than another ; "that a certain gentleman
. -of par ndges before agiven day; about
—— would neverhe married ta Mzss

'the club thh 2 song, a.nd after dlseussmg the sub;ecb of
M—u—* was ba}d enough to bet Mr. G—r
: that ‘he (Mr,

When “one of the genﬂemen of 17he par&:y wa&mamed I
1809, it was ordered that the wager be claimed of Mr. M.
‘Tt would appesr that there had 'been a little remissness
‘about observing the rulos regarding ‘the ¢ fines” ‘atimar-

es, for on the occasion of this marriage it was ordered -
_that the gesolutxon otl‘ Oct 1775, (given above) sk uxl;i .
: ok,

' enjoying tvm ‘wallons
herwxse’that; he do stand com-
I8 added

1omgangaged
gbﬁe%da »xger .
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n £ 1795, & sad calamity threatened theclub. Its
arsznggn?a;?:: ]v;?egf'ré upset by ‘a. 3ty:amse ab "gvhwh, ﬁ; thlesﬁ
days of railways, we ‘are inclined to smlle.t t'{l "ow‘;s
had always met on a Monday evening. :bu}xl ereit’is
‘danger that another night would have to be ¢ osen. A
vecorded thab :— :

5 ‘: : 3 ' d. to

: 03 jeus having, at this meeting communicate
M:I'd Xép(gls{t;r;iu; th?ré b a lebter veceived from Mr. Carter,

tating his ¢ hension, from the day of thela vgggc:’xlxu%eavvv:iglg’

ine altered, that he cannob supply the club wi
@ﬁr}gﬁm days heretofore accustomed, and the cll)\;beléavi{n!_g
akon into coneldeasion e Inporis O %0 i evo
er has been pleased to. re i

&&%}ﬁ that it be xI':efemd to Mr. Greaves and Mr. %Wb(?ﬁ; ﬁg
‘make the proper inquiries as to the most eligible mi de bl
“elub bein%lacsommodéged witlfz’xoo sters 04'»yns ggc:llgu:lt g 3y‘x’;efore
to make their report thereon o BT
; { neeting of this club, who is reques g
%ﬁ?&ﬁ?}?mgqueme th,ei'eof, as tohim shall seemn ‘px'opeyr.

Z The diff ltk ap ars to havebeen overcome 1n S0Me Way
orT(‘lsﬁiez]' n?:?. chérgeed, for the club continued to uﬁaeb !Sr;
_the Monday evening for many years afterwards. : Upon ¢

few occasions when they met, there were no oysters, -

acci Peas and- port
ing to along frost, or other accident.
zl?eﬁgeonsﬁtut%d , we suppose, the. enterbainment.,

: bt o : G
i d that, on the last day of the year 1798,
.mgﬁﬁeﬁﬁf a ma’rx'y evening. = The following is the
entry i— : o ; {

; i o club, in a proper manner, 9xpres$éd their
obr{:m%%‘;&néo tke(;’;g?éi}iws,pfo?his ponduc’t in the chair on
thel%%ird of December vigsi;%pt, ;’ild gﬁgxﬁ;&aﬁgﬁhﬁl g});ea ;::r

or manner theveon, and this day be thie Foar

e sibti inued until the commencement of th
fz%% f?&;ﬁ%gxgdi?gntonthe ancie);lt an(ii l'am}ioablfh:uii;?;ui Lf;ti tgxg
Rock : ew - year was ushered .in by
:‘;'gix\?:g’&.n &:héﬁﬁlzh{\.w;and Mr. VIZ (}}rgﬁg, s?gi(;%f gleer :ﬁ:ﬁﬁ:}:
membersofthisclub. And the thanks of 1 weremdin
‘mo ar le and bhonourable Speaker fo
mously voted to o0 X et i which he has filled tho
d impartial manner in which he t
i hbieleihimeryes; o0 on o, non
> Spe ‘the thanks o 1 d to
e By i Sporkr s gy Pt
i it handsome & 3 : :
'»g?‘kie;lfg ﬁ'&i’é&h&“@gﬁwﬁ ho constitute this society, ‘and to

_congratulate them upon the commencement of a Dew year.

ker, on this occasion, was. Mr. Greaves.
ha&?}xﬁg’:fzdﬁﬁ& state that by @;xe ; rukie;sé gvfatéi?: ﬁ;{l}\ﬂ;{i}a
Speaker was entitled to one priviege, — A
_amount of the penalty of any ore
pa.gng)oeli‘bi;z};: g:rr?age, or any addition to his fa}mx'ly, or
2;1 any occasion when a ‘ fine ” was inflicted onhim !

11

In 1801, aresolution was passed, admonishing the chaplain
for his non-attendance, and desiring him, to attend
better ““to ensure to the society the great edification and
pleasure arising from his regular appearance,”

Even then the age was one of *“progress,” of which the
members were not slow to take advantage. In November,
1803, the club requests Mr. Oystevicus ““to order the

oysters to be sent in future by the coach instead of the
waggon.”

There was still some grumbling of party-giving inter-
fering with the club. A solemn vecord appears that
“Mr, A——, Mr. C o, and Mr., A——- partook of an
excellent barrel of oysters this evening, and had to lament,
that the hospitality of Mr. G- and Mr, Y—-— occa-
sioned so long a list of absent members.”

In March, 1806, the auditor -was presented with a pair
of spectacles, mounted in silver, and in a handsome case.

In 1814 Mr. Jas. Pedder presented to the club ““a piece
of oak, part of the quarter deck of the Victory, the
ship in which the immortal Nelson fought and conquered
on the 21st October, 1805, set in the lid of a handsome |
silver snuff box.” The master of the jewel office having
neglected to supply the box with snuff, was on one oceca-
sion fined a bottle of wine. At the dissolution of the
club, this box reverted to the donor, It is now in the
possession of John Bickerstaff, Esq., of this town, who
purchased it at the receut sale of Mr. B, Pedder’s effects,
at Ashton Park,

In February, 1815, some of the members of the club
began to prefer the society of their families at their own
fireside to that of their fellow-members at the club,
whereupon a resolution was passed censuring the married
members for their irregular aitendance, and directing
that a petition to the wives of the said members should
be drawn. up, praying them to allow their husbands to
attend the club! ~Some *‘chaffing” resolutions followed
on this subject,

In November, 1816, there is an entry that no peas were
supplied to the club, upon which the Speaker ordered the

secretary to reprimand the Clerk of the peas for his neg-
lect of duty.

In the same month the club passed a resolution respect-
ing a public improvement then being agitated, and “ap-
proved very much of the proposed alteration of the road
to Lancaster, through the Shambles to Gallows Hill,

notwithstanding the great opposition from the inhabitants
of Friargate.”
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In December, 1824, it:was .communicated rto theimeet-

_iingithat, the Gas Light Company was:in:a most:prosperous

state ; it-was moved that -each: shareholder -of rthe :com-
pany, who was.a-memberof the.¢lub, .should contributd,
at the next meeting, a bottle of wine.

fThe ‘minutes of the society are ‘continued until'1841,
awhen it ceased to meet, but in thelater period of its his-
‘tory there are few entries of much interest. -

‘We have ‘mentioned the rhymesmiths’ efforts. Many
of -their effusions are preserved. They arve.not, .as a rule,
“of ,rauch merit, but upon a few occasions the Rev. T.
“Wilson, the head master of the Clitheroe .Grammar
School,” a classical scholar ;and.a true .post, who was an
“honorary member of the club, and who attended its
meetings sometimes, acled as deputy ‘‘rhymesmith.”
_One of his poems, now before us, in his bhand-writing, is
replete with that hnmour for.which he was so. remarkable,
almost every line sparkling with a pun, but the humour

..is a little too broad for publication in .an age:that is

_somewhat more refined  than.its predecessors.. The.firgt
rof .the following -pieces we copy -from rhis own thand-
writing. Those of .our readers who have seen the exceed-

' .ingly:interesting :volume ‘published by the .Chetham-So-

dety, ¢ Wilson’s Miscellanies,” edited by the Rey. Canon
.Raines, of Milorow, ;with the judgment and.care whi
.that painstaking antiquary devotes to all his ;worl
.know -that it has. been  published in that volume. Th
next: two are not - Mr.:Walson's manuseript, but.we have
no doubt they are his, and have been copied by the gentle-
man who was then rhymesmith, whom Mr. Wilson
¢ agsisted.” - The last-one is in "Mr. {Wilson’s own hand
writing. ~With these extracts we must clese iour ac-
count of :an institution -that lin-its day was .rouch appre-
-ciated -byithe members, -whose vmeebings :were »the s mer-
.riest, and where, doubtless, often the toast, the song, and
ithe joke - “kept the-table in a:roar.” :

/The ﬁn&,za&iﬁﬂb‘liﬁhdubj Mr.:Rainés, -somewhat vary
from the club manuscript, especially 'in :the .early

part. Six lines in Mr. Raines's copy are not in the one °

“in'the archives of the elub, “but we include them, ‘dis-
‘ tinguishing then: by, placing them: within brackets.

18

THE RHYMESMITI'S ADDRESS. TO THE-CLUB, IN 1808,

i i

1 hope that-your rhymesmith you'll fully excuse
For engaging, so late in the season his muse,
But, in truth, I did call hor, and call'd her again,

et all inyocabions, I found, were in vain.
She said that in Scotland a job she had got,,
A job most congenial—to help Mr. Scott ;*
Tho' to him at the fivst she was shy—yet grew frisky,
When he'd given her a bottle of exceﬂent whiskey.
She next was invol’d to the Lanreate’s abode,
Who begg’d her best aid:in hig annual ode :
But here she was peevish, and pouting, and shy,
And call'd him Dunce, Biockhead‘,‘ an arvant Gguee Pye. t
‘];»’\g; sogxi (}ﬁa repr?ls?’d\ tfhi‘s abuse of tﬁhe slut,

en he'd brought into view, and then opened his Butt.

She swill'd down two bottles—(the muse is not siack)—
And decliz'd i a butt of sgpe_émve St R

en she belch’'d out the ode, with some labour and:
Which deserves to the Sack but, ab least to be sof. e g
Then I humbly petition'd for me she'd begin,,
But first she demanded a n‘oggin of gin :
She dravk off her gin, then deliver'd in Verse,
The lines which I now shall beg leave to rehearse,

Dear Brethren, to what shall I liken our Club ¢
We're Pipe-siaves hoop'd firmly and forming a Tub.
In fraternity thus whien so closely we linl,
We're quality'd better for holding more drink.
Our rules are the pegs which huve fix'd us all fast,
And thus hoop’d and well pegg d,-sure this union will lass.
Bat lest we should warp, if expos'd to dry weather,
Our President moistens, and keeps us together. ;
And.if fermentation should fail, by degrees .
'Tis promoted afresh, by a bandful of Peas,
[We've peas on the board too, whene'er we meet;
And constantly constitnte‘gartv of ourtreat: .
The peas are served up, with this sensible view,
Because ﬁi;lshfhe P’s, and of course wo're in Q.}
‘When each takes his place—we re a magical ring, '
And, as conj'rors, can work any wonderful thing.
We spirits can up, tho’ closely confined,
+ And at all times are ready in raising the wind,
As wind we can raise, then, pray where is the wonder,

(AR el
. Pye was e laur a8 )
true sense, of the term; hence Mr, Wilaon‘s‘:&thgl? sggggé l?iltetfu
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1f somebimes we imitate Jupiter’s thunder?

But should tempests arise, and our vent-pegs fly out,
And our blasts, in full force male a terrible bout ;
Their rage we soon soften, and quell them with ease,

By referring for axd to the clerk of the Peas.

Like Alolus, He the foul winds can command,

For he bears, by comumission, the reins in his hand.

He summons, at will, every boistrous rover,

Does summary %‘ustice, or binds them all over..

Next consider, how wisely we make, to our Club,

The oysters essential-—they dwell in a tub.

Confin’d every one, in their scparate shells,

More contented they rest than the nuns in their cells,

A something monastic appears amongst oysters,

Tor gregarious they live, yet they sleep in their cloisters.
"Tis observed too, that oysters, when placed in their barrel,
Will never presume with their stations to quarrel.

They still make the best of their present.condition,

Tho’ preference is due to the middle position.

‘When the top is furn’d downward, the highest must fall.

And the lowest will rise to the top of them all.
Not so with the middlemost— thewr situation
No change can experience, or feel degradation,
[The middlemost, too, their bland juices bestow.
On their poor piping brethren embedded below.
From this let us learn what an oyster can tell us,
And we all shall be better and happier fellows.
_ Acquiesce in your stations whenever you've got’em,
Be not proud at the top, nor repine at the bottom,
But bappiest they in the middle who live, !
And have something to lend, and to spend, and to give.

SONG

Hammered out by the Rhymesmith of the Oyster Club, Preston,
to be sct to music and sung by Mr. Speaker,
on New Year's Day, 1805.

a4
While Britain’s bold sons make their enemies tremble,
And. Ocean’s wide bounds their dominion obey,
See here chosen Britons with rapbure assemble
To taste of the tribute old Ocean must pay.
To live like a Lord, is a blessing, but We,
True Britons, must live like the Lords of the Sea.

2.

Give Frenchmen their frogs, and soup meagre, and salad,
In porcelain, or plate, till the appetite palls,
But Neptune, who knows a true Englishman’s palate,
Still serves up his dainties in stout wooden Waﬁ)s‘

As drunk as a Lord, is a proverb, but We

May drink like a fish, as the Tiords of the Sea.
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i b rr ’d wonder, .
moke and shells, likea battle, surround us, you 4
%Vl}t'nﬂe grape lets oub blood for our liquor apace,
Hot shot our desert, and our music th‘e ‘thunder o
Of broadsides tremendous, the true thorough base.
Tt Fame sound her srumpet in chorus, but We
Will trumpet like Tritons, and Lords of the Sea.

. oDE . -
Hamaered, out by the Rhymesmith of the Oyster Club, Candlo-
| mas, 1807, By Order of the Speaker.

1L
The Bard would fain exchange, alack !
Tor precious gold,—his crown of laurel, .
His sackbut,—for a bubt of saclk,
His vocal shell,—for oyster barrel.

Tar other diet for his case

'l‘i'?(; %pea.ker’s learned skill hath chosen
Not more unlike, a size and ace,

Or parched Peas and Rumnmp-and-Dozen.

. 3, _

< Of wib and sense take half a Grain,

(5 Rh;mos quirks, and. %uibbles_everl‘«_x.stmg,
¢ Andl 1ot him pound sn beab !:’lls brain

« Ut fiat Oda—>Sumatb Fasting.

4.
Great Sir! apply your pow’r and skill
To cheer your Poet’s visage sallow ;
Your Auditor might gild the pill,
Qellavius assist the swallow.

5 :
So, should your Rhymesmith’s anvil ring
With music meet for m%xjry fellows,
s hay as a King,
%%%%i?xg Oﬁ?{ipse, and purn the bellows.

ti £ the verses presented to the club by the
R&f;n%zzﬁghf in 1806, will show the ant1~(}allxcan feelmg

 that then prevailed :— :

How, in such times, can bards contrive
. To keep the Muses’ flame alive,
And wake the vocal Iyre,
When such dismay o'er Burope spreads,
When clouds are thick’ning ¢’er our heads,
Ready to burst in five ¢

Yet, undismayed, amidst the strifo,
Lot us to festive joys give life,
- Nor mind yon tyrant fell ;
Nelgon has made the seas our own,
Then gulp your well-fed ozsters down,
And give the French the shell.

» " *
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