
Friends of Winckley Square 

Welcome to the first edition of  THE WINCKLEY 
SQUARE TIMES.  This has been produced by 
an enthusiastic team of volunteers who are the 
‘Friends of Winckley Square’.  

Thanks to the Heritage Lottery Fund we have all 
watched the Winckley Square Gardens 
transformation; like a caterpillar into a butterfly. It 
is great that so many people are now enjoying the 
Gardens, especially on a sunny summer’s day. 

There will be events organised in and around the 
Gardens throughout the year. Many of you would 
have experienced the modern version of the 
Passion Play that was performed in the Gardens 
and the Flag Market at Easter. 
 
In July we saw our first production of children’s 
live theatre in the gardens – THE WIZARD OF 
OZ.  

SO WATCH THIS SPACE! 

Meet Patricia Harrison - Chair, 
Friends of Winckley Square 

I am a resident of 
Winckley Square and 
I love living here. 
I joined the FoWS 
because I wanted to be 
involved in its 
future and am very 
excited about how it can 
develop into a 
resource to be used by all. 

I am the Chair of the FoWS and we are all 
committed to taking care of the Gardens and 
being involved in events and projects. 

Due to the shared love of the Square and the 
dedication of so many people I am delighted 
that Winckley Square Gardens was award-
ed both the Green Flag and Green Heritage 
Award in July. 

Join us on Facebook and Twitter to keep up to date with what’s happening on the Square! 

@Friendsofwinckleysquaregardens@WinckleySquare
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Tony’s Top Tips! 

Green Flag Award! 

History 
Investigators 

Did you know? 

William Cross bought ‘Town End Field’ 
from Thomas Winckley in the late 18th 
century.  He had seen magnificent 
Squares in London and wanted to 
create something similar in Preston. In 
1799 his project began. 

He built the first house for himself on 
the corner of Winckley Street, with the 
side of the house facing the field which 
was to become Winckley Square. 
To the rear, where we now see the 
Winckley Square Apartments, was his 
garden. His address was 7 Winckley 
Street but later changed to number 11.  

He lived there as a single man with his 
Aunt until he was tempted away from 
the Square. He fell in love with Red 
Scar House on the Longridge Road 
which is now a massive industrial 
estate. He married Ellen Chaffers from 
Liverpool in 1813 and made Red Scar 
House their permanent residence. At 
the age of 56 he caught a chill and his 
lungs became inflamed. It was medi-
cal practice then to ‘bleed’ the patient.  
Bloodletting is the withdrawal of blood 
to cure illness. He bled to death (Ref: 
Marian Roberts) leaving Ellen with 6 
children aged 7 months to 11 years.

Q So, what’s growing Tony? 
This weather’s making every-
where nice and green so lots of 
grass cutting. The herbaceous 
borders are doing nicely. We’ve 
had colour from the London 
Pride, Lamb’s Ear and Cat 
Mint. The White 
Daisies, Blue Lavender, a 
splash of vivid dark red Day-
lilies and the yellow Cone-
flowers will now come to 
the fore. 
Q Problems? 
You might have noticed the 
London Plane to the West of 
the Oval. With the change in the 
weather at the onset of summer 
it shed all its leaves overnight: 
Happily it has started to grow new 
leaves so things may yet be rosy in 
the Garden. 
Q What can I smell?
I hope you noticed the smell of the roses in the 
Northern border. Keep a nose out for the sweet, 
heady fragrance of the flowers of the Lime trees. 
And keep your eyes out for the colourful dragon-
flies. Photograph: Paul Swarbrick

Greetings, I’m Tony 
with the hat and fuzzy 
face. I’m the Gardener!

Got a question about the history of Winckley? 
Email our resident historian Paul on: 
Winckleyfriends@groundwork.org.uk

Photographs: Tony Lewis

The Green Flag Award® scheme recognises and 
rewards well managed parks and green spaces, 

setting the benchmark standard for the management of 
recreational outdoor spaces across the UK and around 
the world. You will soon see  the Green Flag flying high 

above Winckley Square Gardens. 
A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE MADE 

THIS HAPPEN!



We’re off to see the 
Wizard!

Events Live presented a magical outdoor 
theatre experience in Winckley Square  
Gardens in July.  The Gardens were 
transformed into the land of OZ. Children 
(or should I say Munchkins?) became part 
of the show and with the Cowardly Lion, 
Scarecrow, Tin Man and Dorothy they 
tripped along the Yellow Brick Road from 
scene to scene.

You will pleased to know the Munchkins 
helped Dorothy get back home and she is 
now safe and sound back in Kansas. 
The weather was gorgeous and families 
enjoyed picnicking in the Gardens. It was 
a great success and thoroughly enjoyed 
by all.
In partnership with Preston BID and Pres-
ton City Council it was the first of its kind 
in the Gardens specifically for 
children and families. 

Dates for your Diary! 
· Tuesday 8th August 11- 3pm - 

Victorian Picnic

· Sunday 20th August 1-3pm -
 Victorian Picnic

· 7th – 10th September Heritage Open Days

· 9th – 10th September Walks and talks 
around the Gardens during Heritage Open 

Days.

Check out our Facebook for details!

Young Friends 

To have fun with children we have included 
activities to do at home or in the Gardens as 

the last 2 pages of this newsletter!

Winckley Square Calendar Competition!
It’s not too late to enter our 2018 
Calendar Competition. The theme is 
‘Wonderful Winckley’. We are look-
ing for photographs that capture the 
Square’s character throughout the 
year. So if you have photographs 
that show what a wonderful place it 
is to sit, relax, enjoy, have fun then 
email them to Helen.Thompson@groundwork.org.uk 
by 1st October. 

There are two categories: 
1) Budding photographers under 18
2) Amateur photographers 18 and over

There will be one winner and one 
runner up in each category. 
Entries must be your own work 
and at least 5MB to ensure they 
are sufficient resolution to be 
printed in the calendar. Please 
also send your name, category (junior or adult) and 
contact details. 
The competition isn’t open to professionals. 
Maximum 3 entries per person. 

We’re looking forward to your entries!   
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Heritage Open Days 7th-10th September 2017

Inside No.15 Winckley Square...

The Barristers’ Chambers were founded in 
1983, at 14 Winckley Square, as the first set 
of independent chambers in Preston. In 1992 
the Chambers moved to number 15 to bigger 
premises. It is interesting that in 1861 it was 
the home of Peter Catterall who was also in 
the legal profession. 

Heritage Open Days is England’s largest festival of history and culture, bringing together over 
2,500 organisations, 5,000 events and 40,000 volunteers. Every year for four days in September, 

places across the country throw open their doors to celebrate their heritage, community and 
history.

Inside Out
With the help of members of Preston Photographic Society and Preston Historical Society we have 
been inside many of the buildings on the Square and taken photographs. These will be exhibited in 
the Gardens on 9th and 10th of September. Come and see how 19th Century buildings are used in 

the 21st Century. Each issue of this newsletter will feature a different building.

“There will be lots on around the 
Square so keep an eye 
out and pop down!”

Ceiling rose Ceiling coving
Photographs: Robert Pateson (1863) 

Stephen J Riley: Preston Photographic Society 

Taken in 1863 Taken in 2017

He was an attorney by occupation. In 1861 he 
was 64 years of age and was a magistrate and 
alderman in Preston. Many of the architectural 
details in the Barristers’ lounge today are what 
Peter would have looked at, whilst sitting by his 
marble fireplace, 160 years ago. To see more 
photographs of inside number 15 and other 
buildings visit the INSIDE OUT exhibition.

If you have any queries or want to find out more information, 
contact us at winckleyfriends@groundwork.org.uk


