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Friends of
Winckley Square 
The Heritage Weekend in Winckley 
Square was a great success. Everyone had 
a really enjoyable ti me and we’ve had 
wonderful feedback and reviews. Thanks 
to all who braved the bad weather to 
support us. 

One of the ‘Friends’ has writt en this 
issue’s history page on the Todd Women 
of Winckley Square which is fascinati ng. 
You can read much more about them 
when we launch our new website later 
this year. 

We have a research team writi ng the 
content for the website. Please contact 
me if you would like to join our research 
team and help us tell the untold stories of 
the men and women of Winckley Square, 
stories of the buildings over the years and 
possibly uncover any scandalous stories.  

We will conti nue to off er Guided Walks 
during October and November and our 
next event in the Gardens will be The Big 
Draw on 20th and 21st October. 

 You may have noti ced Tony is planti ng up 
the SE corner of the Gardens. The FoWS 
wish to thank LCC for the Green Grant 
Award that has made this possible. 

Thank you to all of you who support the 
work of our very enthusiasti c volunteers. 
If you would like to get involved please 
contact me and I will describe what our 
diff erent groups do. 

Patricia Harrison
Chair of Friends of Winckley Square

Email: patricia@winckley.org.uk

If you are interested in becoming a Friend of 
Winckley Square or joining our Researchers’ 
Group or being placed on our mailing list to receive 
newslett ers and details of events, please email 
enquiries@winckley.org.uk

@WinckleySquare Friendsofwinckleysquaregardens

Meet Ella Cullen 
We moved into the area earlier this year, 
my family became involved with the 
Friends of Winckley Square and I also 
decided to volunteer. I’ve really enjoyed 
taking part in events because of the 
community atmosphere. I enjoy the fact 
that we are encouraging people to get 
outside and use local parks and green 
spaces.

I’m currently studying Japanese and 
German at the University of Manchester. 
I have a passion for other cultures and I fi rst got involved in Japanese 
culture through Japanese comics, or Manga, and television shows. 
Because I study languages, I love speaking to people and learning 
about diff erent cultures and lifestyles. One of the reasons I think the 
FoWS’ events are important is because it gives people, from diff erent 
backgrounds, a chance to come together and get to know one 
another whilst gaining an insight into the history of the Square and its 
inhabitants.

I’m also interested in the history of Winckley Square as, for the past 
four years, I have been making historical costumes in my spare ti me, 
specialising in the Victorian Era. Hopefully, in the future, I can exhibit 
costumes of this era or even dress to impress at some of our events! I 
believe Winckley Square is becoming even more prominent in Preston 
and more and more people are enjoying what it has to off er.  



The Todd Women of Winckley Square
by Steve Harrison

James Todd has been featured in a previous 
newslett er but the women of the Todd 
family are just as interesti ng.
Beatrice Rickward 
was a teacher at The 
Preston High School 
for Girls at 5, Winckley 
Square. She was highly 
unusual in having 
a degree from the 
University of London. 
This was rare for a 
woman. She studied 
the subjects traditi onally studied by men including 
Maths, Lati n, Greek, German, English Literature & 
English History and Roman History. Later adding Mental 
and Moral Science and Greek History. 

Two doors away at No 7 was the head offi  ce of James 
Todd, Chartered Accountant. The two met, possibly on 
Winckley Square, and married in 1908 (James was 44 
and Beatrice 31). They had three daughters. 

Beatrice was a Liberal and a suff ragist. In the 1911 
census (the fi rst where the head of household fi lled 
in the details) Lily Waring stayed with them. Lily was 
the Nati onal Organiser for the Women’s Suff rage 
Society and James Todd described her as a ’women’s 
suff rage agitator’ in his census return, when living at 
Penwortham House (since demolished). 

During the First World War Beatrice Todd and Beatrice 
Blackhurst, a prominent Conservati ve suff ragist who 
lived on Ribblesdale Place, were leading lights in the 
Preston Stati on Buff et which provided refreshments for 
over 3 million service personnel. 

Beatrice Todd was the driving force behind the Preston 
Infant Welfare Voluntary Women's Associati on. By 
1916 over 2,000 babies in Preston were being seen and 
supported each year.

The Todds lived at Farington Lodge, now a hotel and 
conference centre. They were friends with Henry 
Spurrier of Leyland Motors and, aft er James died in 
1931, Henry arranged for clients of Leyland Motors to 
stay at Farington Lodge with Beatrice as their hostess. 
Ulti mately Leyland Motors bought Farington Lodge 
and Beatrice moved south. She named her home in 
Hertf ordshire ‘Far Farington’. 

The eldest daughter was Judith. She lived a rather gilded 
childhood. She kicked off  the Good Friday 1918 match at 
Deepdale between Dick, Kerr Ladies and Bolton Ladies.

Judith went to Somerville College, Oxford (1927-
30) where she studied PPE (Philosophy, Politi cs & 
Economics). Somerville was known from the early 1900s 
as ‘a college of devoted suff ragists’. Judith joined the 
Communist Party while at Somerville. 

She qualifi ed as a Chartered accountant at her father’s 
business in 7, Winckley Square and worked there for a 
while aft er his death.

She was also on Hitler’s hit list! The Gestapo had a list of 
names for ‘Priority Arrest’ if Britain had been invaded. 
Judith Todd was on the list. (The List was Published in 
the Manchester Guardian 15/09/1945). Judith went on 
to publish sati rical criti ques of capitalism in the 1960s

During the blitz she volunteered and drove ambulances 
in London.  

Damaris was the youngest daughter. She had rickets as 
a child and wore ‘leg irons, day & night’. She spent four 
years at the Park School. 

At the outbreak of World War II Damaris was single and 
working as a teacher. She left  her job and she too signed 
up to drive ambulances in London. Being the daughter of 
James Todd, former Chairman of STC motors, she was an 
experienced driver. 

Once the blitz was over she became bored and managed 
to join the Auxiliary Territorial Service and was posted 
to Cairo where she drove trucks for the armed forces, 
carrying supplies across the Sinai desert to locati ons 
such as Jerusalem. When the war ended she moved to 
Austria and drove mobile canteens for the army.  She 
later became a head teacher.  

William Logsdail (arti st): Harris Museum, Art Gallery and Library.

Judith, Ursula and Damaris Todd painted at Farington Lodge
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Heritage 
Weekend
IN WINCKLEY SQUARE

The Todd Women of Winckley SquareThe Todd Women of Winckley Square

The Heritage Weekend in 
Winckley Square on 8th and 
9th September was a huge 
success despite the fact that 
it rained constantly all day 
Saturday. This did not keep 
heritage lovers away.

The wett est tour we have ever done
Paul Rushton, Preston Photographic Society

Over 260 people took part in our 17 Guided 
Walks and many more came to see the 
Exhibiti on.  Peter would say they came for 
Peter’s Parched Peas! We are grateful for the 
Trailblazers support from the ‘Big Ideas and 
the Remember Together’ project, funded by 
Ministry of Housing Communiti es & Local 
Government. The resources on Inspirati onal 
Women complement very well our theme 
of Women of Winckley Square and will be 
available to schools. 

We have been running Guided Walks about 
Former Residents for over a year and for the 
fi rst ti me during the Heritage weekend we 
added three additi onal guided walks: Edith 
Rigby, Extraordinary Women and A Regency 
Promenade. All were oversubscribed and 
we are delighted with the reviews from the 
Lancashire Post and Preston Blog.

Extraordinary Women Guided Tour 
led by the Friends of Winckley Square

Jane Jeff ery joined this tour, which marked women’s suff rage. Jane said: 

“We made our way round the Square stopping at buildings that had 
housed notable women, mainly of the 19th century. Most of these 
magnifi cent edifi ces sti ll exist, though are now in use as offi  ces or 
apartments.
“Our passionate guides gave a great deal of detail about the personal 
circumstances of the women featured, who included a headmistress, 
servants, and wives of rich merchants. It was social history at its best – 
thoroughly enjoyable and informati ve, as well as educati onal.”

Edith Rigby Guided Tour
led by the Friends of Winckley Square

Amanda Isherwood went on this tour, which took parti cipants beyond 
the Square to where suff ragett e Edith was born and married.
Amanda said: 

“I went on the morning tour and it was excellent – very interesti ng and 
informati ve. It covered a bigger area than I expected,
and the weather certainly helped too.
“Friends of Winckley Square is run by lovely volunteers with a great 
knowledge of the history of the area. I would recommend any future 
guided tours with them.”

Artwork by Agnes Stone-Roberts

Preston Blog Reviews
14th September 2018:
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Are you interested in getti  ng involved, becoming a Friend of Winckley Square
or would like to know more about what we do?

Please email patricia@winckley.org.uk or call 07813 213629.

We welcome volunteer gardeners. If you would like to help and get your 
hands dirty, then please get in touch with t.lewis@preston.gov.uk

Isn’t grass wonderful,
can you remember what it 
looked like in June? 
The S.E. corner is undergoing a facelift . 
Being undercover, especially of the two 
mature hollies, the grass is struggling 
from a lack of light and being constantly 
dripped on. This area was not part of the 
original restorati on and we thought it lacks 
character and lets down the rest of the 
Gardens. 

FoWS applied for and received a grant from 
the Lancashire Environment Fund. We are 
now planti ng a variety of species that are 
suited to these conditi ons of dry shade, and 
forming a loose, informal shrubbery area.

We are adding another layer for more 
interest; it will also help our bird populati on 
by providing a mid-storey layer for shelter 
as well as a potenti al food source from 
berry- producing plants. The plants chosen 
tend to have winter interest or be spring 
fl owering and scented so as to form what 
could become known as the Winckley 
Winter Wonderland Garden!  On the premise of right plant right 
place, some of the initi al planti ng is the same as plants we have 
used in other parts of the Gardens which in turn leads to an 
integrated feel to the whole planti ng within the Gardens. 

So, I am swapping the mower for a spade and trowel so as to get 
the plants in with a chance to become established before the 
ground starts to cool down.

Ouch…  I can already feel my back starti ng to ache… ti me for a hot 
bath. Keep your eyes open and watch as the Gardens literally grow 
before your eyes. 

Everyone is welcome on all walks 
but places need to booked through 
Eventbrite www.eventbrite.co.uk or 
contact patricia@winckley.org.uk  •  
01772 254395
Access: Guided walks can be adapted 
to avoid steps. Parti al wheelchair 
access. Please contact in advance 
patricia@winckley.org.uk

Walks
start in the 

centre of the 

Gardens.

FREE
Donati ons arewelcome to supportour projects.

Group Walks 
We also off er group
bookings. If you have a
group of friends or colleagues
who would like a dedicated guided tour these 
can be booked in advance. This has been very 
popular with Women’s Insti tutes, Rotary, and 
Local History Groups and businesses. Some 
incorporate lunch in a local café. 

For more informati on please contact
patricia@winckley.org.uk   

We look forward to seeing you in the Gardens 
this autumn.

Guided Walks • 2pm
Former Residents
Wednesday 3rd October
Sunday 21st October
Wednesday 7th November
Sunday 18th November

Winckley Women
Wednesday 3rd October
Our Guided Walks are extremely popular and 
the high att endance shows just how interested 
people are in the History
of Preston’s only
Georgian Square. 

If you would you like to
discover more about your
local heritage? Then join
us for a guided walk led
by one of the Friends
of Winckley Square.

Paul Rushton,Preston Photographic Society

Tony Lewis

SE area before the facelift .Watch this space!


