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How Preston’s site was carried by plate tectonics 

Rob this should be a PDF attached to 1.5.2.1 could you run the text around the images and 
try to get the design on one page please?  
 
While what is now Preston was being carried slowly northwards by plate tectonics – at about 
the speed at which finger nails grow – it passed through the tropics. The Carboniferous coal 
swamps proliferated while Britain was in Equatorial latitudes rather like the Congo and 
Amazon forests of today.  
 
As we continued northwards we arrived at latitudes where hot deserts such as the Sahara 
occur today. Climatic conditions on the planet must have been similar with prevailing winds 
blowing off-shore from a large continent, so carrying very little moisture – this is why modern 
deserts are where they are. (Incidentally at this time all the earth’s land masses had come 
together into one huge ‘continent’ known as Pangea) 
 

 
 
Although rocks other than sandstone occur in deserts, the conditions of almost no rain and 
therefore little vegetation led to weathering of the bare rocks, creating ‘sand’ i.e. small grains 
of rock. When blown by the wind, dunes are created. A visit to the West Kirby area of the 
Wirral will reveal fossil sand dunes of Triassic age although they can be found in many 
areas. 
 
Sherwood Sandstone is the name given to rocks of this age – it was formerly known as 
Bunter Sandstone and is part of what is sometimes referred to as New Red Sandstone. 
These beds are very widespread across England and the name Sherwood comes from the 
Nottingham area. (A look at a geological map will show a great swathe of shades of red 
sweeping round in an arc below the pale blue of the Pennines (Carboniferous limestone) 
right across the midlands. In Lancashire these beds reach thicknesses of 600 metres.  
 



 
 
Cockersand Abbey Farm stands on a Sherwood Sandstone outcrop which can be seen in 
the low cliffs along the shore. This rock can also be seen at Heysham on the shore near the 
caravan park. Chester is almost entirely built of it. 
 
 


