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If you are interested in becoming a 
Friend of Winckley Square or joining our 
Researchers’ Group or being placed on 
our mailing list to receive newsletters 
and details of events, please email 
enquiries@winckley.org.uk

@WinckleySquare Friendsofwinckleysquaregardens

Meet Ross Cullen  
My parents Sally and Paul are 
active members of the Friends 
and they always need an 
extra pair of hands to support 
events so I volunteered to help 
out. I help with the set up and 
dismantling of gazebos and 
equipment for the events we 
run in the Gardens throughout 
the year.

I am keen on photography so 
I take photographs of events. 
I have a drone which enables 
me to take aerial views and 
footage of the Square for use 
on social media, the new website and the bi-monthly newsletter. 

The first event I helped with was last year’s Big Lunch. We had 
fabulous weather and lots of people came, it’s being repeated this 
year on the 2nd June and will hopefully be another great day. 

I’ve always lived in Preston and really like living around the corner 
from Winckley Square.  Since I was very small I have enjoyed BMX 
racing and have done this competitively for twelve years; which 
means I have to keep fit. 

I studied at St Michaels High School in Chorley and spent a 
year working in the bike department at Halfords in Preston. I’m 
currently training full time as a Junior Academy rider with British 
Cycling.

Friends of 
Winckley Square 
What a beautiful Easter we had, let’s hope 
this continues for the summer. We have some 
great events planned in June which I hope you 
will enjoy. 

In this issue we feature our younger Friends of 
Winckley Square. We are very proud of their 
achievements. We feature Ross in this issue 
who is an incredible athlete and an Olympian. 
Agnes has written our history section in this 
issue. She looks at the plight of some married 
women of Winckley Square who suffered great 
injustice because of the law prior to 1893. It 
is great that we have younger FoWS who are 
interested in the heritage of the Square.   

For the last year many of us have been 
researching the history of the Square for our 
new website winckleysquarepreston.org. It’s 
an ongoing project so we will be adding to it 
over time. If you have been on a guided walk 
and we left you wanting to know more you will 
now be able to satisfy your curiosity. 

We have increased the number of Guided 
Walks we offer during the summer. If you are 
interested please make sure you book early so 
as not to be disappointed.  

We are always looking to recruit volunteers to 
join our team. Do contact me if you want to 
learn more. 

Patricia Harrison
Chair of Friends of Winckley Square

Email: patricia@winckley.org.uk

The Big Lunch 2018, Stephen Riley: Preston Photographic Society



By Agnes Stone-Roberts

Two hundred years ago 
the law favoured men. 
All women were 
disadvantaged; even 
affluent women living 
in Winckley Square.

This is what Caroline 
Norton, novelist, poet 
and mother of three 
wrote to Queen Victoria 
after her husband treated 
her cruelly, publicly tried 
her for adultery, unjustly 
ruined her reputation, took 
her father’s legacy, and 
deprived her of access to 
her children. 

Despite 
which, she was 
not allowed to obtain a 
divorce. Caroline used her 
skills and connections to 
fight back. 

Henrietta ‘Minnie’ Miller (1852-
1926) of 5 Winckley Square was 
the eldest daughter of Thomas 
Miller, the major shareholder of 
Horrockses. Aged 20, she married 
Sutherland Dumbreck. Everything 
she previously owned, including 
the £30,000 (about £3.5m today) 
she inherited after her father’s 
death in 1865, belonged to him. 
They had three children but from 
the outset she was physically, 
verbally and emotionally abused, 

threatened and cheated on by Dumbreck. The marriage 
lasted nine years until, though unusual, highly expensive 
and social suicide, she filed for divorce, embracing The 
Matrimonial Causes Act of 1857.  

Despite this Act it was not easy. Women needed to prove 
adultery as well as another offence such as incest, cruelty, 
bigamy or desertion (a man, on the other hand, needed 
only to prove adultery). She listed adultery and cruelty 
— this took courage, family support and a respected and 
wealthy position at the time. Her divorce was heard and 
the final decree granted in November 1883. 

She remarried two years later but her marriage settlement 
from her first marriage was still active and Dumbreck, who 
remarried, was still reaping the benefits of her fortune. 
Although she petitioned the High Court for a change none 
came and Minnie continued to pay the costs out of her 
own settlement to the man who treated her brutally for 
a decade.

Jacintha Hesketh (Major Thomas 
Hesketh’s widow, mother of 
six) married Thomas Winckley 
in 1785.They had a daughter, 
Frances, born 1787. Everything 
Jacintha possessed became the 
property of Thomas Winckley. 
The Winckley family name 
ended with Thomas Winckley, 
who died in 1794. When he died 
he left his wife one house but 
the rest of his vast estate went 
to Frances. The Heskeths, according to Frances Winckley’s 
diary, were greatly disliked by him and Jacintha’s five 
daughters lived separately from Frances. Her diary records 
that her mother’s home ‘was not a happy one’. Jacintha’s 
children were left with nothing when Winckley died. 

Wives; Fewer Rights 
than Servants  
Wives; Fewer Rights 
than Servants

  Caroline Norton: Wikipedia 

Portrait engraving of Caroline Norton 
from the frontispiece of one of her books  

Henrietta Miller:  The Miller 
Album, Harris Museum,       
Art Gallery and Library 

Jacintha Winckley widow 
of Thomas Hesketh

‘I have learned  the 
law respecting women, 
piecemeal, by suffering 
everyone of its defects 

of protection’ 

Her passionate campaigning contributed to the passing of 
the Custody of Infants Act, 1839, the Matrimonial Causes 
Act, 1857, and the Married Women’s Property Act, 1870. 

These changes were too late or insufficient for local 
women whose footsteps through Winckley Square I walk 
almost every day.



Walks and Talks  Walks and Talks
Nordic Walkers 
on International 
Women’s Day 

Our Guided Walks continue to be really popular 
so much so we have added an extra walk on 
some days. If you haven’t been on one of our 
walks I would suggest choosing the Former 
Residents’ Walk, as it starts with the first 
residents. 

GROUP GUIDED WALKS 
AND ILLUSTRATED TALKS

Would your group like a dedicated guided 
tour or one of our speakers to give a talk 
to your group? These are very popular 
with Women’s Institutes, Rotary, church 
groups etc.  
For more information on any of the above 
please contact patricia@winckley.org.uk

MEMORIES AND MEMORABILIA

Do you have memorabilia or memories 
of living, working or going to school on 
the Square that you will share with us? 
You may have wedding photographs if 
you were married at St Wilfrid’s or the 
Register Office in Guildhall Street. We 
would really like to put these on our new 
website. Please contact Charlene Bessell:

PRESTON’S MOST FAMOUS SUFFRAGETTE

Edith Rigby Walk which takes you to where 
Edith was born, married and lived.  

2 hrs approx with refreshments stop. 

JUNE 8th Saturday 10am
JULY 20st Saturday 10am
AUGUST 14th Wednesday 10am

EXTRAORDINARY WOMEN 
OF WINCKLEY SQUARE

We tell the unsung stories of women such as 
Beatrice Todd who established the Sailors and 
Soldiers Free Buffet during WW1.

1hr 15mins

JUNE 9th Sunday 11am
JULY 26th Friday 2pm
AUGUST 24th Saturday 2pm

FORMER RESIDENTS 

If you have not been on a walk previously this 
is an excellent introduction to the origins and 
developments of Winckley Square.  

1hr 15mins

JUNE 5th Wednesday 2pm
JUNE 9th Sunday 2pm

JULY 24th Wednesday 2pm
JULY 28th Sunday 2pm

AUGUST 7th Wednesday 2pm
AUGUST 25th August 2pm

All Walks 
start in the 

centre of the 
Gardens.

EVERYONE is welcome but you do need to book a place 
through Eventbrite  www.eventbrite.co.uk  OR contact 
patricia@winckley.org.uk • 01772 254395 Guided 
walks can be adapted to avoid steps. Contact Patricia. 

FREE
Donations are welcome to support our projects.

tel: 01942 821444 or email:
charlene.bessell@groundwork.org.uk

The hugely successful 
festival which brought 
underground Jazz 
musicians to Preston IS 
BACK!  Jazz in the Park 
has a new home - the stunning 
Winckley Square Gardens.    
We invite music fans to join us for 4 hours of uber-cool. 
Facilitated by Outbreak Collective, we have two amazing Jazz 
groups and a DJ. This is the first time Winckley Square is part 
of the Preston Jazz Festival which is being celebrated in various 
venues across the City 1st to 8th June. Come along, relax, enjoy 
the music, drink real ale or a chilled wine from our pop up bar. 

Children’s games

Pop up bar

To see the full programme go to: 

www.prestonjazzfest.co.uk

AZZ
1st June 4pm-8pmIn Winckley Square

Last year the Big Lunch was a great success 
so we are making it an annual event. 
Take an afternoon out of your busy life and 
meet friends, family and strangers for 
an afternoon in the Gardens. 
Enjoy the live music, food, 
or bring a picnic.

Some people came very well 
prepared Photo Mick Rawcliffe PPS



Tony’s’s Update!Tony’s Update!

I discovered the Preston Pirates Bicycle Motor Cross 
(BMX) track when I was 6 years old and became a club 
member. After attending the club training sessions 
I started to 
compete and 
soon progressed 
from club to 
regional then 
national racing 
within 18 
months. 

I continued to 
progress at 
national and 
international 
level and raced 
at my first 
BMX World 
Championships 
in 2011 at 
10 years old 
finishing 4th. 

I’ve since been World 
Champion twice and have 
been on the British Cycling 
Academy since 2014 as a 
member of the talent team, 
and have progressed to the 
Junior Academy, hoping to 
become a full time Senior 
Athlete in the near future. 

BMX racing is a power 
based sprint sport on 
purpose-built tracks. 
Riders race over jumps to 

complete a lap. It’s a fast-paced adrenaline sport and 
if you haven’t seen any then I’d recommend you look 
it up! I train several times a week in Manchester and 
at the gym, and obviously have to have a good diet ....
which isn’t easy sometimes! 

It has given me an opportunity to visit many race events 
around the world and grow a network of friends on all 
continents. Last year I was selected to represent Great 
Britain at the Youth Olympic Games in Buenos Aires 
which was probably the best experience I’ve ever had. 

Hopefully I can make it to a summer Olympics in the 
future. I get lots of support from my family and friends, 
particularly my parents. I’ve been supported for the last 
three years by Whittles Jewellers in Preston which is 
great as they are local and always take an interest in my 
progress. 

When I’m not racing or training I like 
to meet up with friends to catch up.

Photos Tony Lewis 

The old hawthorn tree by the Camden Place entrance 
was a casualty of the winter storms. It has been 
replaced by another hawthorn, red flowering as 
opposed to white; another 
colourful addition to the 
Gardens. 
The early warm weather has 
brought on many of the plants. 
Even new ones, with judicious 
watering, have moved on nicely. 
The mild, damp Winter and Spring resulted in a host 
of colourful blossom. Newly established trees are also 
putting on a good show.  
The ‘Rus in Urbe’ (Country in the Town) ethos of the 
Square has been maintained through our planting. As 
well as new daffodils in various areas, splashes of colour 
are ‘Springing’ up. Primroses, 
cowslips and grape hyacinths, 
windflowers, as well as snake’s 
head fritillaria; all helping to 
add to the rural feel.
Hot weather creates ideal 
growing conditions in the 
polytunnel. The plants have 
‘put on weight’ quicker than 
anticipated and needed to go out earlier than planned. 
So far the soil is retaining a lot of its Winter moisture. 
A little extra watering and these plants will become 
established quickly.  We should see the benefit of 
stronger, better adapted plants soon.  Watering will be 
key. I’m already wishing for 
a Summer like we used to have 
- hot days and damp nights... 
Dream on Tony. 
We have started to fill some 
borders with perennial 
herbaceous planting, adding 
yet another layer of interest to the 
Gardens. With the help of volunteers the triangular bed 
by the oval has been totally replanted. I think I might 
have said this before... ‘right plant, right place!’ So 
watch out for the May blossom… 
we all know what that means

We welcome volunteer gardeners. If you would like to help 
and get your hands dirty, then please get in touch with 
t.lewis@preston.gov.uk

Ross Cullen 
WORLD CHAMPION 


