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Interested in volunteering to help at events, 
joining our Research Group, or being placed 
on our mailing list to receive newsletters and 
details of events please email enquiries@
winckley.org.uk

Meet Elaine Whitby  
I’m Preston born and bred and trained 
as a nurse in Preston hospitals. My 
life in the health sector has been 
varied, stimulating, frustrating at 
times but never, ever dull. I studied 
for my degrees while nursing and 
subsequently spent time teaching 
nurses here in the UK and in Australia. 
I’ve worked in large hospitals in 
Manchester and Liverpool as well 
as Preston and I’ve had the good 
fortune to work alongside inspirational 
colleagues on regional and national 
programmes as varied as screening and end of life care. 

In recent years I’ve been part of the team at NICE (National Institute 
for Health and Care Excellence) supporting people and organisations 
to implement evidence-based practice and I’ve also worked at the RCN 
(Royal College of Nursing) on new developments in nursing practice. 

My husband and I have family and many friends in Preston. It’s our focal 
point for socialising – particularly the real-ale pubs and eateries. That’s 
what attracted me to the Friends group; an opportunity to support 
events right in the heart of the city and the FoWS commitment to keep 
events free or by donation so that no-one is excluded. At heart, I’m a 
nurse and a collaborator – Friends’ events cover music, art, history and 
more in the fabulous Gardens.  Free access to events for Prestonians and 
visitors has got to be of benefit for our individual and collective well-
being. 

Personally, I’ve gained more than I expected. I’ve met great people who 
were once strangers and are now colleagues in our shared volunteering. 
More than anything, it’s great fun. 

Holy Child Jesus Convent &
 School c 1912: Preston Digital Archive

@WinckleySquare Friendsofwinckleysquaregardens

We love seeing your photos of the Square; tag 
#friendsofwinckleysquare on Instagram.

Friends of 
Winckley Square 
The Heritage Weekend was once again a great 
success thanks to all our FoWS volunteers.

WHAT NEXT?
We have a very busy October to look forward to 
with lots of Walks and Talks taking place during the 
Preston Arts Festival. We are offering two talks in St 
Wilfrid’s Parish Centre. And Judy, our regular Edith 
Rigby Tour Guide, in addition to a Guided Tour is 
delivering a performance of “An Evening with Edith 
Rigby” in Lune Street Methodist Church. In addition 
there are guided walks that FoWS are leading for the 
first time. (See page 3 for details). 
The Big Draw. For the last three years we have 
participated in this national event and for two of 
them it rained. We are very lucky this year to be 
working with The Artistry House https://www.
theartistry.house/ who have 16, Winckley Square as 
their creative home for inspiration. So come along 
and join one of the art workshops on 12th October. 
You will see the house that was once the home of 
James Tullis (commemorated on a plaque in the 
Gardens). He was a director of Cooper and Tullis 
stonemasons, who built many of the large buildings 
in Preston including St. Walburge’s Church, St. Mark’s 
Church, Preston Town Hall, Preston Railway Station, 
Harris Free Library and Whittingham Hospital. 
Thank you for all your kind comments about our 
new website. We will be adding to it so if you 
have anything you would like to contribute please 
do contact me. Enjoy browsing https://www.
winckleysquarepreston.org/     

Winckley Square Christmas Concert  is on Sund ay 
1st December. So come along and join in the carols 
around the Christmas tree with mulled wine and 
mince pies and much, much more…..

Patricia Harrison
Chair of Friends of Winckley Square
Email: patricia@winckley.org.uk

Date for your Diary
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Alice Stoneman: 
Harris Museum, Art Gallery 
& Library

Beatrice Todd

These 
women’s actions 

have helped shape the 
way we live now and 

the advantages 
we take for 

granted.

The broad brush 
of history perhaps 
inevitably leads to 
generalisations. Women 
did live in a world 
largely constructed and 
controlled by men. But 
the histories of women 
connected with Winckley 
Square demonstrate that 
the lives of middle class women were 
much more nuanced. Many women 
acted in ways which can challenge our assumptions 
about life in the 19th and early 20th Centuries.

As part of Preston Arts Festival in October two ‘Friends of 
Winckley Square’ will deliver talks exploring the impact of 
individual women on Preston. 
Susan Douglass will focus on The Lot of a Woman in a 
Man’s World. Using detailed research on the lives of six 
women who lived or worked in Winckley Square between 
1830 and 1968, Susan explores how strictly defined roles 
and responsibilities of women affected their lives and how 
they pushed against the boundaries towards participation 
and empowerment. 
Jane Wilson, a gentleman’s wife living a privileged life 
amongst Preston’s elite who died at the hands of male 
medical practitioners. Men firmly unreceptive to new 
ideas or arguments. 
Henrietta Miller, a wealthy heiress; abused by her young 
husband over a number of years, she battled against the 
social norms of the day to find happiness.

The first headmistress of 
the Preston High School for 
Girls, Louisa Walsh, was 
instrumental in shaping 
women’s education in 
Preston, yet suffered a very 
public humiliation in the 
process.

Headmistresses Alice 
Stephenson and Alice 
Stoneman followed 
in Louisa’s footsteps. 
Having fought for rights 
of recognition of their 
own qualifications, they 
supported the fight for 
women’s suffrage and had a 
lasting influence on Preston 
women’s education.

The Weaker Sex?The Weaker Sex? 
  Dorothy Heaton was Preston’s first woman solicitor and 

Commandant of the Women’s Auxiliary Police Corps in 
WWII. A pioneer of women’s legal rights, her speciality was 
matrimonial work. She was much sought after by women 
at a time when divorce rights were still complicated for 
women. 
Patricia Harrison examines the lives of Three Women 
who shaped Preston – women who might rightly be seen 
as pioneers. William Cross had the vision for Winckley 
Square but it was his wife and widow Ellen Cross who 
drove through the realisation of the vision. Confounding 
the assumptions about women in her time she combined 
motherhood with business and management skills         
that have helped shape Winckley Square and 
East Preston.  
Cornelia Connelly’s life is a mix of 
deep tragedy, public shaming, 
the burning of her effigy 
and legal struggles 
that fascinated the 
newspapers of the 
day. Her family torn 
apart she nevertheless 
oversaw the creation 
of a caring education 
system for many of 
Preston’s children. 
Finally there is Beatrice Todd; 
suffragist wife of a leading         
Liberal businessman. She led the organisation that 
provided the station buffet during WWI. She fought 
successfully for mother and baby care in 
Preston and Leyland at a time 
when men were dying 
on the battle field 
and their babies 
were dying from 
inadequate 
provision in 
Preston.  



Preston ARTs Festival

ALL WALKS AND TALKS ARE £4.00 Places are limited. You can just turn 
up but to be assured of a place you need to book through Eventbrite https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk OR contact patricia@winckley.org.uk   Tel 01772 254395

As part of the Preston Arts Festival FoWS are 
offering a programme of Guided Walks, Talks 
and a chance to see our Extraordinary Women of 
Winckley Square Exhibition.

JOIN THE

Have fun and develop 

your Artistic skills

IN WINCKLEY SQUARE

Have fun and develop your artistic skills in one of 
a series of live art workshops hosted by Atlantic 
Contemporary Art and local artist, Fiona Candy, FoWS. 
Places will be limited. You can just turn up but to be 
assured of a place book on Eventbrite. 

During the afternoon you are welcome to take a tour of 
this beautifully restored Victorian house and view the 
eclectic mix of pieces by internationally renowned artists 
from the Ribble Valley to South America, The Royal 
Academy to Saatchi and Saatchi, including Sky Arts 
Portrait Painter of the year, Eve Pettitt. 

Saturday 
12th October 
12noon – 4pm 
AT THE ARTISTRY HOUSE
16 WINCKLEY SQUARE

Photographs will be taken
and may be used in future
marketing and publications
unless you ask us not to.

‘A Walk In The Park’  Guide: Fiona Candy
A convivial amble from Winckley Square through 
Avenham Park with artist Fiona Candy who will explore 
a series of simple, creative ways to connect with the 
landscape, atmosphere and sensory qualities. Clothing and 
footwear should be suited to the range of terrain in the park and 
weather conditions for walking on the day.
Walk 1 - Sat. 5th Oct  2.00 - 4.00  Walk 2 - Sun. 13th Oct 10.00 - 12.00 
Meet: Winckley Square, Centre of the Gardens
Group size: 15 max. No previous experience required. Best suited to 
adults. Cameras may be useful, but not essential.   

From Fishergate to the Ribble; West Preston shaped by power 
and influence Guide: Steve Harrison Churchgate and Fishergate 
where Preston’s rich and powerful families lived until factory building in 
the late C18th. Subsequently the west end of the town was shaped by 
local oligarchs. Did the powerful create a world just for 
themselves or was philanthropy a key motive?  
Tues 15th Oct. 11.00 - 12.30 
Meet: Winckley Square, Centre of the Gardens   

Preston It’s a Gas! Guide: Peter Wilkinson 
Preston was the first town outside London to have a public gas supply. 
You will visit key locations including the site of the first gas works, the 
obelisk where the opening ceremony took place in 1816, 
the coal yards and some buildings first lit by gas. 
Wed. 16th Oct. 11.00 - 12.30
Meet: Winckley Square at the Robert Peel Statue 

A performance of “An Evening with Edith Rigby”  with Judy 
Beeston Come and hear about Preston’s most famous suffragette - 
Edith’s time as a suffragette, her marriage and working with 
women’s groups. Proceeds will go to the Methodist Church 
Women’s Group which we are sure Edith would approve of!!  
Wed. 16th Oct. 7.00 - 8.15 Lune Street Methodist Church

Edith Rigby Trail  Guide: Judy Beeston
Follow the “Edith Rigby Trail” An opportunity to find out more about her 
childhood, her marriage, her time as a suffragette and her war 
work. A two hour walk includes a stop at the Olive Cafe, 
Lune Street Methodist Church Sat. 19th Oct. 10.00 - 12.00 
Meet: Winckley Square, Centre of the Gardens

The Lot of a Woman in a Man’s World  Speaker: Susan Douglass 
Virtually every aspect of English life between 1674 and 1913 
was influenced by gender. Views about the particular strengths, 
weaknesses, and responsibilities of each sex shaped everyday lives. 
A woman’s lot was of many obligations and few choices.  Some 
compared it to a form of slavery.  Hear how some women 
overcame adversity and succeeded. Mon. 7th Oct. 
7.00 - 8.15 St Wilfrid’s Parish Centre: Chapel Street 
(opposite the Church entrance)

Three Women who shaped Preston Speaker: Patricia Harrison 
Ellen Cross, Cornelia Connelly and Beatrice Todd had a significant 
impact on the lives of people who lived in Preston. 
Come and listen to their unsung stories. Mon. 14th Oct. 
7.00 - 8.15  St Wilfrid’s Parish Centre: Chapel Street 
(opposite the Church entrance)

Extraordinary Women of Winckley Square Some of the Friends 
of Winckley Square have researched many of the women who lived, 
worked or were associated with the Square. Learn about some of their 
untold stories which will fascinate, surprise and possibly shock you.  
The Exhibition will be exhibited in St. Wilfrid’s 
Church for the duration of the Arts Festival. 
Viewing times: Mon-Friday 1.00 - 6.00  
Sat. 1.00 - 5.00 Sun. 1.00 - 4.00
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Tony’s’s Update!Tony’s Update!

If you are planning a special 
event for family and friends 
or a get together for a group 
you work with why not book 
a Guided Walk and follow it 
with a meal at one of the local 
restaurants? Some families get 
together only a few times a 
year so why not do something 
different? 

Or if your group would like 
to invite one of our FoWS 
speakers to talk about Winckley 
Square and its environs please 
contact me. 

patricia@winckley.org.uk

You might 
remember 
in 2017, in 
collaboration 
with Preston 
Rotary Club, we 
planted crocus 
‘Ruby Giant’ 
as part of the 
Rotary Club’s 
Purple4Polio 
campaign.

Photographs will be taken
and may be used in future
marketing and publications
unless you ask us not to.

For over 30 years, Rotary has been 
committed to the eradication of polio 
globally. In 1985 there were 125 polio 
endemic countries and hundreds of new 
cases every single day. By 2017 there 
were only 22 cases in the entire world. 
However, as long as there is a single case 
anywhere, children everywhere are at 
risk. Over 2 billion doses of oral polio 
vaccine have to be administered each 
and every year in over 60 countries until 

the 
world is finally 
certified polio 
free. So, after an 
energetic day 
of planting by 
Rotary members, 
volunteers, local 
businesses, 
school children 

and members of the public 5,000 corms were finally 
planted and on leaving the Square with a job well 
done a colourful display the following Spring was 
eagerly anticipated. What we hadn’t realised was 
that our activities were being watched and noted! 
We expected some of the corms would be dug up in 
Spring by squirrels but what we found was carnage! 
We had not expected them systematically to dig up 
all the corms! So, we’ve worked on alternative ways 
of adding purple to the Gardens that may 
prove less attractive to our pesky furry-
tailed critters. To this end, last backend, we 
did a small discrete trial. There is nothing 
instant about gardening. While perhaps 
not a hundred percent successful, we were 
encouraged to roll out more experiments 
this October involving more bulbs and 
people. Our goal, if successful, is further 
planting in the coming years.
So… watch this space, or more importantly the 
Square, and if you would like to be involved then you 
can keep abreast of things through the Facebook 
page and, rather than the squirrels feasting, we’ll be 
able to feast our eyes! 
 

Tony Lewis

Galloway’s Society for the Blind was 
established in 1867. It supports over 7,000 
Blind and Partially Sighted people across 
Lancashire and Sefton. Everyone enjoyed the 
Guided Walk on a fine dry day. You can see 
our tour guides Steve and Peter kept their 
audience amused!

Steve Harrison

Photos Tony Lewis 

We welcome volunteer gardeners. If you would like to help and get your hands dirty, 
then please get in touch with t.lewis@preston.gov.uk

Visit Our New Website
https://www.winckleysquarepreston.org/

Community 
Group, Friends 
or Family Day 
Out
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