Twinckley Square
Times
Friends of
Winckley Square
2022 was a very busy year for FoWS. We have
welcomed thousands of people to our events. Our
Guided Walks and Talks throughout the year proved
incredibly popular and we are delighted to say we are
attracting visitors from other areas of Lancashire and
beyond. Many people also enjoyed our 1950s AGE
OF OPTIMISM EXHIBITION in the Central Methodist
Church, Lune Street during Heritage Open Days.
For the first time this year Winckley Square hosted
two very successful Jazz Concerts - ‘Young Jazz in the
Square’ and ‘Jazzin’ the Park’. I am delighted to tell
you both will be back in June 2023. This summer it
was a great pleasure to participate in the Preston Arts
Festival organised by Preston Arts Association. In 2023
the Arts Festival will be held in April.
We look forward to finishing 2022 with a very special
Winckley Square Christmas. Due to the great success
of our summer trilogy of talks ‘A House through Time’,
Susan Douglass will be thrilling audiences once again
with a Christmas talk ‘Three Victorian Christmases in
Winckley Square’ on 8th December. BUT it is much
more than a talk – it will be a Christmas Experience
to get you in the mood for our very special annual
Christmas Concert in the Gardens on 11th December
when Mulled wine and of course Peter’s Parched
Peas will be waiting for you! We have excellent
entertainment planned and the return of the LED
drummers SPARK! A unique and thrilling show that
combines high-impact drumming, superb choreography
and stunning lighting design. Plus, the return of
the well-loved St Stephen’s Choir and the brilliant
Inbetweeners.
Thinking of what to buy as a present?
Why not a 'FoWS Gift Voucher' for
lovers of local history. £5 and £10
vouchers are available that can be used on any of
our guided walks or talks. Contact me for details.
We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

HoHoHo

Patricia Harrison

Chair of Friends of Winckley Square

Email: patricia@winckley.org.uk
www.winckleysquarepreston.org
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Meet Diane Clough
I recently became a FoWS volunteer
having attended, with friends, some of
their great events. The FoWS volunteers
bring so much enjoyment to so many that
I wanted to be part of it.
I’m interested in local history and
enjoy helping with the walks, talks and
presentations which I am able to do now
that I work part time and still live locally.
Now that our children are grown up my
husband, Steven, and I enjoy free time and travel. We met in our teens at a
youth club when we were both school age.
Like many Prestonians I have links with Winckley Square. I went to
Winckley Square Convent School for girls. I didn’t enjoy it to begin with - it
was a big step leaving all my junior school friends and travelling to Preston
on the bus each day. But I made some great new friends with whom I’m
still in contact. The introduction of comprehensive education in 1978
meant our year group was the final intake. Our year group was the last to
leave in 1981 when the school closed. Leaving the school and moving to
Lark Hill was a sad day for students, teachers and nuns.
I’ve walked through the Square many times on my school journeys to and
from the sandwich shop, sweet shop, St Wilfrid’s Church and filing out of
school when the fire bells rang to the meeting point in the Square. We
took trips to the park and walked to our tennis courts and hockey pitches
over the river.
The school was beautiful inside and out and as I’ve got older, I’ve
appreciated it more and realised how lucky I was to have attended the
school, enjoyed the Square and Avenham Park with all their history and
grandeur.
I am looking forward to this year’s Christmas Concert – I was in the
audience last year and thought it was fantastic.

Interested in volunteering? Or being
placed on our mailing list to receive
newsletters and details of events
Please email enquiries@winckley.org.uk
@WinckleySquare

Friendsofwinckleysquaregardens

We love seeing your photos of the Square; tag
#friendsofwinckleysquare on Instagram.

Come and enjoy a cosy
Christmassy experience
with the Friends of
Winckley Square. Be
greeted by Christmas
music and a Victorian
Christmas slide show
whilst you enjoy a mince
pie, mulled wine (0%)
or hot chocolate, sitting
in the very comfortable
seats from the former
Odeon Cinema.

Three
Victorian
Christmases in

Winckley
Square
1860, 1865 & 1880
TALK by Susan Douglass

Thursday 8th December • 2 - 4pm

£5

on the day

... but to ensure a place
book on Eventbrite or buy a
ticket in the Olive Grove
Coffee Shop inside the
Central Methodist
Church.

Susan will once
again fascinate you
with the outcomes
of her research.
She discovered
how three different
families celebrated
Christmas in 1860,
1865 and 1880. Their
stories will make
you laugh, cry and
possibly shock you.

The talk will take place at

Preston Central Methodist
Church, Lune Street PR1 2NL

Hear about real people who lived or worked
in Winckley Square - the wealthy solicitor
who was torn between his mistress and
family on Christmas Eve; how the servants of
a benevolent wealthy widow were treated,
and a wealthy town solicitor who had an
unfortunate accident on his way to celebrate
with the Horrocks family in Ribblesdale Place.
The Victorians transformed the idea of
Christmas so that it became centred
around the family. For wealthy families
the preparation and eating of the feast,
decorations and gift giving, entertainments
and parlour games were all essential.

PROGRAMME
3pm
3.10pm

The Inbetweeners

3.30pm

St Stephens Choir

4pm
4.30pm
5pm
5.30pm

SPARK! – will wow the whole family

Welcome from Mayor Neil Darby
– sing along with your favourite songs

Pop up
licensed
bar

– join in traditional Christmas Carols

The Inbetweeners – a different set of Christmas favourites
SPARK!
Kenny on Bagpipes

It wouldn’t be Christmas without mulled wine and
a mince pie, hot chocolate, hot dogs and of course
Peter’s Perfect Parched Peas, soft drinks and ales.

SUNDAY 11TH DECEMBER
3pm – 5.30pm
To find out more visit:

www.winckleysquarepreston.org
#friendsofwinckleysquare

Photographs will be taken
and may be used in future
marketing and publications
unless you ask us not to.

@WinckleySquare

WinckleySquareGardens

FUNDRAISING TOTAL

£2,809
In a series of three talks during the summer:
‘A House Through Time: 5 Winckley Square',
Susan Douglass told the story of 5 Winckley
Square and those who lived in it, from when
it was built by Thomas Miller in 1854 to the
present day. The proceeds were donated to
Preston Red Cross to help Ukrainian child
refugees fleeing the Russian invasion.

FoWS with Susan Douglass presenting a cheque to Wonder
Phiri of the Red Cross. With a special appearance, in his
summer outfit, from Santa who appeared in ‘A Winckley
Christmas Cracker’ in 2020.

Avice Pimblett
Blue Plaque
Unveiled
Mayor Neil Darby
unveiled the Blue
Plaque commemorating
the life of Avice Pimblett
at Frank Whittle Partnership
- Architects FWP 7, Ribblesdale Place
on 2nd November 2022.
Avice Margaret Pimblett was a woman of ‘Preston firsts’: first woman Town
Councillor, first woman Alderman and first woman Mayor. She had a major
impact on the lives of Prestonians, concerning herself particularly with women
and children’s social, educational and welfare issues.

Photo: Harris Museum, Art Gallery and Library.

Avice chaired both the Preston and the North-Western Federation for Maternity and
Child Welfare committees.

“

For the first time in the 600 years’ recorded history
of the Mayoralty of Preston, a woman walked as Mayor
in the annual procession to the Parish Church.

School uniforms were purchased with some of the funds raised.

We would like to thank everyone who helped us raise
such a large sum. To the hundreds who attended the
trilogy of talks, to Preston Central Methodist Church
who hosted the talks, the gifts of raffle prizes,
and for the many donations
we received.
‘Support Ukraine’ hearts
were made by Hutton
and Howick WI and ribbon
pins were made by the
residents of Edith Rigby
House who also had a
fund-raising car wash.

Photographs will be taken
and may be used in future
marketing and publications
unless you ask us not to.

“

Ukrainian Children

Cllr. Salim Desai

FoWS commissioned
the blue plaque
which FWP very
kindly sponsored.
FoWS appreciate
greatly FWP’s support
throughout the year.
Preston Historical
Society supported this
initiative.

Mayor Neil Darby unveiled the Blue Plaque commemorating the life of Avice
Pimblett FWP 7, Ribblesdale Place on 2nd November 2022 where she lived
for 44 years and where she died aged 84.

FoWS continue to research and write about the lives of women of
the Winckley Square Quarter whose unsung stories deserve to be
told. You will be able to read Avice’s story soon on our website.
There is a great deal of interest in the FoWS Guided Walks and
Talks on ‘Remarkable Women of Winckley Square’.

